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Address of Thomas Shillitoe to Friends in Great Britain 
and Ireland. 
(Continued from page 373.) 


“Do not these things, my friends, loudly 
call upon us, as a religious body, making a 
high profession, to be willing, each one for 
himself, to enter timely into the closet of the 
heart, and seek for Divine help to shut to the 
door thereof against carnal reasoning, great 
natural acquirements, and love of the world, 
which there is cause to fear have overpowered 
the better judgment of many among us. Here- 
by, as we become willing to stand open to Di- 
vine conviction, we may be favored each one 
to see in what manner, and how far, we may 
have contributed to this sorrowful declension, 
and timely amend our ways and our doings; 
seeing we are yet mercifully followed as a re- 
ligious Society, both immediately by the Great 
Head of the church, and instrumentally, with 
line upon line, precept upon precept. O, how 
applicable to His dealings, as respects our So- 
ciety, is the language of the Most High, for- 
merly uttered, ‘How shall I give thee up, 
Ephraim ? how shall I deliver thee, Israel ? 
how shall I make thee as Admah ? how shall 
I set thee as Zeboim? Mine heart is turned 
within me; my repentings are kindled to- 
gether. I will not execute the fierceness of 
mine anger; I will not return to destroy 
Ephraim ; for I am God and not man; the 
Holy One in the midst of thee : and I will not 
enter into the city.’ May we no longer be 
found walking unworthy of these His multi- 
plied mercies, but be prevailed upon to return 
to the good old ways, that we also may be 
found in those paths of holiness of life and 
conversation, in which our forefathers walked, 
under sore travail of mind and great.suffering 
of body and waste of outward substance, 
through persecutions. Oh! let us no longer 
be found trampling, as it were, upon their tes- 
timony, by slighting the many great and pre- 
cious privileges of this day of outward ease, 
we who are uninterraptedly eating the fruit of 
the vineyards and oliveyards we never planted, 
but which they were made instrumental to 
plant for us; thus making the way easy to us, 
as it now is, to assemble for the purpose of 
Divine worship, for transacting Society con- 
cerns, and for the support of our various re- 
ligious testimonies. Lest, if we still continue 
to refuse yielding our necks to the same pre- 
cious yoke of Christ, which they took on them, 
and by so doing found it to be all-sufficient to 
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bring down, and keep down the spirit of the 
world, that has now gained the ascendency 
over too many amongst us; by this their obe- 
dience, giving proof, that although in the 
world, they were not of the world, but at en- 
mity with its spirit, its maxims, and manners, 
—dead, not only to its pleasures, but so dead 
to a desire after its treasures, that when in 
order to preserve a conscience void of offence 
in the sight of their Creator, they were for 
faithfulness to his law and testimony, stripped 
of their outward substance, they counted these 
losses of their earthly treasure to be gain. I 
say, if we will not cast away from us these 
things, which have led into captivity again to 
the world, to its spirit, its manners, and there 
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is the governing principle in most, if not all 
their actions among men. How many among 
us are pursuing their worldly concerns, as if 
they counted gain godliness, and not, as must 
be the case with the true disciples and follow- 
ersof Christ, godliness with contentment to be 
the greatest riches, proclaimingin the language 
of conduct, that all is fish that comes to their 
net, regarding neither quantity nor quality, so 
there be a prospect of a good profit attached 
to it. And how have the gifts which the god 
of this world hath bestowed on these votaries 
blinded theireyes, many of whom, I doubt not, 
were once favored to see clearly the things 
that belong to peace and salvation. O, these 
professing worldlings, who say, they are Jews 


is reason to fear, many of its maxims, and de-|and are not, but whose fruits testify they are 
ceitful ways, our gods of gold and silver, of|of the synagogue of Satan, I have been per- 
wood and stone, our sumptuous and richly-|suaded, have been the greatest enemies to the 
furnished houses, in some of which is displayed |spreading of our religious principles and the 
all the elegance the art of the upholsterer can | enlargement of our borders; those who main- 
devise, (for it is lamentably the case that little|tain an uniform consistent warfare against the 
or no trace of true self-denial is now to be|Babylonish garment, but with all their might 
found in the habitations of many of our mem-|grasp at the wedge of gold, and aim at making 
bers, and even of some who stand in the fore-|a splendid appearance in their way of living. 
most rank,) lest, in the day when the Al-|I believe no character is more odious in the 
mighty may see meet, after long forbearing|estimation of those termed libertines, than 
in love and mercy with this favored nation, to|these, especially where it is known they are 
rise up and plead with it in judgment, we|taking an active part in Society concerns. 
should have the largest portion thereof ad-|For in neighborhoods where meetings are 
ministered unto us as a people, and the dec-/held, it is pretty generally known by those 
laration formerly uttered respecting the chil-jout of the Society, who are what the world 
dren of Israel be fulfilled also upon the un-|calls our pillars; though it cannot be doubted, 
faithful members of our religious Society, |that sach must at times provestumbling-blocks 
‘You have I known of all the families of the|to honest inquirers after Zion, and be instra- 
earth, therefore I will punish you for all your|mental in turning the blind out of the right 
iniquities.’ way of the Lord. So look to yourselves, my 

“ By unfaithful members, I would not be|friends, you to whom these remarks apply, 
understood to mean exclusively those among} you who have resolved to obtain an impossi- 
us who have cast off all restraint as to dress| bility, and be heirs of two kingdoms. Is itany 
and address and are unfaithful in other branch-| marvel at all, that so little fruit is to be found 
es of our religious testimony ; for these I have|from the labor that has of late years been 
long been led to believe are not the greatest| bestowed by the messengers of that same gos- 
enemies that the Truth has to contend with, | pel our first Friends preached, whose feet have 
in the minds of the Lord’s visited children,|been turned into the highways and hedges? 
whether of our own or other religious socie-| For I cannot doubt but that the word preached 
ties; because, in our own Society, such as|has been both believed and received by many, 
these are not looked up to for example, and as| but on their comparing things with things, the 
respects the world more at large, such are only|conduct of many amongst us has been found 
known to be of us within the circle of their|at variance with the doctrine preached, and 
immediate acquaintance, and by their thus be-|this even with some whom they considered 
coming (if I may so speak) consistently in-|to be seated as the Aarons and the Hurs, by 
consistent with our profession, there is reason |the side of these the Lord’s messengers. And 
to apprehend they pass along as to conduct|doubtless many have left the mecting-place 
much unnoticed. But I would wish the term | with sorrowful hearts, and instead of resolving 
unfaithful to be understood to refer more im-|to pursue the path pointed out, towards the 
mediately to those who, in their garb and lan-| heavenly Canaan, have formed this conclusion, 
guage, support the character of a consistent|that they had better remain as they were, than 
Friend; but whose conduct with respect to|have the feet of their minds tarned into the 
their commercial transactions and manner of|way and not persevere, as they clearly saw 
living, their houses and furniture, does not} was the case with many amongst us. Nor do 
correspond with their religious profession, but|the sad effects of this dissembling end here; 
proves they are the friends of the world and |for I think I have frequently been able to trace 
not of Christ Jesus. The fruits brought forth its sorrowful consequences to many of the dear 
by such testify, that within, like the whited| youth, as being one cause, why so few of them, 
sepulchres, they are full of dead men’s bones|in this day of outward ease as to liberty of 


|and rottenness, and that the spirit of the world |conscience, are coming forward in the line of 
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true usefulness in the Society and among man- 
kind, or helping the good cause by the reli- 
gious exercise of their spirits in meetings, and 
by consistent conduct out of meeting. We 
may be active in Society concerns, and yet 
strangers to this religious exercise ; without 
which we cannot become helpers in the Lord’s 
cause and lights in the world. I would that I 
were able to believe, that all of us who stand 
in the station of ministers and elders, had 
escaped this too general contagion of the love 
of the world ; but with sorrow it must be ac- 
knowledged, if we speak the trath, that there 
is reason to fear, the complaint of the Al. 
mighty through one of his servants formerly, 
may apply to some of this class: ‘ The leaders 
of this people cause them to err.’ And such 
a line of conduct, if persisted in, must in the 
end prove fatal in its consequences. 
(To be continued.) 


The Opium Traffic. 
The Indo-British Traffic in Opium, and its 

Effects. By Theodore Christlieb, p.p., PH.D., 

ordinary Professor of Theology in the Uni- 

versity at Bonn. New edition (German). 

Giiterloh, 1878. 

Professor Christlieb devoted one of his vaca- 
tions to an examination of the Indo-British 
traffic in opium. Nothing is here attempted 
but an abridgment of this treatise. Not only 
the sentiments presented, but the very words 
are those of Dr. Christlieb. 

The subject is treated by examining, 1, The 
historical development of the British opium 
trade from its beginning to the present time; 
2, Its effects, especially in India and China; 
3, Its influence on the missions in those coun- 
tries, and 4, The efforts lately made to put an 
end to this traffic. 

1. The historical development of the British 
opium traffic—It was in 1773 that the East 
India Company initiated this traffic by send- 
ing two armed vessels to China. The traffic 
then passed through three stages. Till 1800 
it was carried on without exciting much at- 
tention, it being imported as a medicine ; from 
that time till 1860 its importation was pro- 
hibited, and the traffic was carried on clan- 
destinely ; since then that traffic has been 
legalized. In 1780 a morbid desire after opium 
hardly existed in China. To excite this de- 
sire was henceforth the devilish aim of the 
East India Company. In 1821 the Governor 
of Canton declared that the Portuguese, the 
English and the Americans were responsible 
for this traffic. ‘‘The Americans,” says the 
proclamation, “are more excusable, since they 
have no king to rule them. The gods will 
guide honest traders safely across the ocean, 
but after smugglers the terrible arm of the 
earthly power reaches out and the wrath of 
the infernal gods hovers over them.” Thus 
preaches the roused heathen conscience to— 
Christians. 

The almost unanimous opposition of the 
great mass of the people, high and low, to 
the opium traffic, induced the emperor, Tao- 
Kwang, to make an end of the clandestine sale 
of opium. Moved to tears, he sent commis- 
sioner Lin, in 1839, to Canton. Lin compelled 
those who dealt in opium to deliver up all 
they had, and caused it to be destroyed. War 
with England was the result. Dr. Christlieb 
draws attention to the fact that, while con- 
demning the cruelties which the Chinese com- 
mitted in the war with England, the provo- 
cations the Chinese had received must also be 


















remembered, adding that the act of this hea- 
then monarch in destroying, for the benefit 
of his people, opium valued at a million of 
dollars, instead of putting the money into his 
own pocket, is without equal in the history 
of the world. By the treaty of Nankin, in 
1842, the opium traffic still remained unlegal- 
ized. Sir Pottinger was instracted to obtain, 
if possible, its legalization. The Chinese com- 
missioners declined. Sir Pottinger then said, 
that, on pain of confiscation, he would order 
all opium ships to leave the harbors of China, 
adding, however, that the confiscation must 
be done by the Chinese government. Sir 
Pottinger knew that the Chinese could not 
attempt to confiscate those armed vessels 
without another war with England. The 
traffic greatly increased in consequence of it. 
At the very time when the Chinese govern- 
ment had been weakened by the revolt of the 
Taepings, a second war with England broke 
out, in consequence of the unjust seizure of the 
ship “ Arrow” by the Chinese. By the treaty 
of Tientsin, which terminated this second war, 
the opium traffic became virtually legalized. 
2. Lffects of the opium traffic in India and 
China.—In India one of the effects of the rais- 
ing of opium, is the diminution of the produc- 
tion of cereals. 


The cultivation of the poppy|hearts to the preaching of the Gospel. 


opium, that all business matters have to be 
attended to in the night, by the light of 


torches, because the opium smokers are un- 


able to get up during the day. 

In China especially the use of opium ruins 
the consumer physically, morally and finan- 
cially, by destroying in him the power of will. 
Its use gives rise to fearful crimes; it weakens 
the Chinese government as far as the main- 
tenance of public order is concerned, and it 
increases the a | of the Chinese against 
everything foreign. In vain do English mer- 
chants offer to construct railroads and to build 
steamers for the inland waters, or to develop 
the coal fields of China. China buys coal from 
England rather than to allow English engi- 
neers to develop her own. The government 
is convinced that if it accepted these offers, 
the benefits the people might derive would be 
more than counteracted by the ruin which 
would speedily overtake them. 

3. Opium and the Missions in China.—There 
are 208 European and American missionaries 
in China, and a number of native helpers. It 
is strikingly true, that the opium traffic has 
been the means of opening China to the mis- 
sionaries, but equally true, that it has also 
been the means of closing millions of a 
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requires the best soil, and rapidly exhausts it.|prejudices existing against the merchants 
To this must be added that India has not suffi-| dealing in opium has been readily transferred 
cient railroad communication to supply the|to the English missionaries as well as to those 
needed breadstuffs to regions where the soil|of other nations. ‘ You are from England,” 
has been principally devoted to the raising of|said one of the opium smokers to missionary 
the poppy, hence the terrible famine in the| Masters, “then you probably have something 
north coast, in 1865-1867, when parents fed|to do with the sale of this deadly poison. Oh! 
upon their children. The last famine in Ben-| what a bad woman must be your queen, to 
gal was felt most in the districts where its|send to us ships laden with poison in order to 
best soil had been devoted to the production|kill our poor people, while we send you silk 
of opium. Although the culture of opium is|and tea. She certainly does not believe the 
a royal monopoly in India, the home use of) truths you are preaching.” They still remem- 
opium is on the increase there, and is a con-|ber the noble reply their emperor Tao Kwang 
stant blot upon the national honor of England,|once made to Sir Pottinger, when the latter 
the inference being drawn by the natives that |desired him to legalize the importation of 
England is regardless of their welfare. The opium: “I cannot prevent the importation of 
ceasing of the raising of opium would inter-|the poison; avaricious men will, for the sake 
fere with the Indian revenue, since the seventh | of gain, prevent me from realizing my wishes, 





part is derived from that culture, yet it is not 
less certain that its continuance will be most 
ruinous in the end. The trade in opium in- 
terferes with every other kind of commerce, 
and by it the people are impoverished. Pau- 
pers are not among the best customers. 

In China, Assam and Aracan opium is in 
general use. In Aracan the English caused 
opium houses to be established, as at a former 
period in China, in order to excite in the peo- 
plea taste foropium. They at first distributed 
it gratis. In consequence of it a generation 
of strong, healthy men have been succeeded 
by one intellectually and physically degraded. 
“Is there a more devilish way,” asks Dr. 
Christlieb, ‘to poison a people systemati- 
cally ?” 

In Assam the cultivation of opium has re- 
sulted in the demoralization of the population. 

In China the introduction of opium has oc- 
casioned its home production ; by occupying 
the land needed for cereals, it has deprived 
hundreds of thousands of the means of support, 
so that under the pressure of famine many 
kill themselves, while they actually possess 
money with which to buy food. How far the 
use of opium exists in China cannot be ascer- 


but nothing shall induce me to obtain a reve- 
nue from the vites and the misery of my peo- 
ple.” During the late interchange of views 
between England and China concerning the 
revision of the treaty of Tientsin, the hatred 
which this traffic excites manifested itself 
very plainly. “They earnestly presented to 
jus the necessity,” says Sir Alcock, “on our 
part, to stop this traffic, that they themselves 
might no longer be compelled, contrary to 
their convictions, to legalize it.” Opium is 
now extensively raised in China, in order to 
diminish the importation of it from England, 
but doubtless would be stopped, if England 
were to cease importing it. 

4. Is there a way to remove this evil.—To 
those who ask what England is to do, when, 
by putting a stop to the cultivation of opium 
‘in India she would lose the seventh part of 
|her Indian revenue, the answer is that she 
ought to consult her conscience more than the 

ecuniary profit she derives from the traffic. 
United action between England and China 
would favor this course. Commissioner Lin 
'wrote to Queen Victoria, “ We will prohibit 
the use of opium, if you will prohibit its manu- 
facture.” ‘The Chinese Premier, in speaking 
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tained at present ; its fearful effects appear in of the Society of the Friends of China, in Eng- 
many ways. In the province of Chansi, where land, says: ‘‘This society must continue its 
in 1877 a famine prevailed, the town of Nyan- efforts perseveringly until it attains its end. 
i-Hien, is so entirely given up to the use of The fact of its existence proves that the hearts 
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of these men love doing good. And in this 
the hearts of the Chinese are one with them. 
All benevolent people are, therefore, deeply 
grieved on account of the fearful evil of the 
use of opium. The emperor has repeatedly 
prohibited its use in China. Efforts continue 
to be made to arrest its use. The Viceroy of 
Canton, after he himself had given up its use, 
issued a proclamation against its cultivation ; 
the aristocracy in many parts of China have 
followed his example, interdicting its use in 
many of the large towns, and by the heathen 
in China anti-opium associations have been 
formed. One of these associations addressed 
a touching appeal to the English Anti-Opium 
Society, in London. ‘If this matter,” they 
say, ‘“‘is not arrested, there is no help for 
China any more.” As for the loss which the 
finances of India would suffer, it may be asked 
whether, by granting the wishes of China, 
favor might not be obtained which in the 
course of time would more than reimburse 
these losses, such as the building of railroads 
and steamboats in the interior of China or the 
mining of coal, &. Independent of these 
favors, the reward for doing right would come 
in due time. It still holds true, that it is 


righteousness which exalteth a nation.—Zp. 
Recorder. 


For “The Friend.” 
Incidents and Reflections.—No. 8. 


An intimate friend of Daniel Webster, who 
spent some weeks with him at his place in 
Franklin, in the autumn of 1851, the year be- 
fore his death, relates that one pleasant morn- 
ing Webster proposed driving to Andover, 
a distance of about ten miles. 

On their way, he said the object of his trip 
was to visit an old man named John Colby, 
who had married his half-sister. She had 
long been dead, and he had not seen John for 
forty-five years, and all interest in him had 
died out. He was a wild, reckless fellow when 
young; and though not a drinking man, and 
thrifty as to business, acquired the reputation 
of being the wickedest man in the neighbor- 
hood, so far as swearing and impiety went. 
Daniel then told his friend what had impelled 
him to renew the long-suspended intercourse. 

“ Now I will give you the reason why I am 
to-day going up to see this John Colby. I 
have been told by persons who know, that, 
within a few years, he has become a convert 
to the Christian religion, and has met with 
that mysterious change which wecall a change 
of heart; in other words, he has become a 
constant, praying Christian. This has given 
me a very strong desire to have a personal 
interview with him, and to hear with my own 
ears his account of thischange. For, humanly 
speaking, I should have said that his was 
about as hopeless a case for conversion as I 
could well conceive. He won’t know me, and 
I shall not know him; and I don’t intend to 
make myself known at first. 

‘* We drove on, and reached the village,—a 
little, quiet place, one street running through 
it, a few houses scattered along here and there, 
with a country store, a tavern, and a post- 
office. As we drove into this quiet, peaceable 
little hamlet, at midday, with hardly a sign 
of life noticeable, Webster accosted a lad in 
the street, and asked where John Colby lived. 

“<That is John Colby’s house,’ said he, 
pointing to a very comfortable two-story 
house, with a green lawn running down to 
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the road. We drove along towards it, and a 
little before we reached it, making our horse 
secure, we left the wagon and proceeded to 
the house on foot. Instead of steps leading 
to it, there were little flagstones laid in front 
of the door ; and you could pass right into the 
house without having to step up. The door 
was open. There was no occasion to knock, 
because, as we approached the door, the in- 
mates of the room could see us. Sitting in 
the middle of that room was a striking figure, 
who proved to be John Colby. He sat facing 
the door, in a very comfortably furnished 
farm-house room, with a little table, or what 
would perhaps be called a light-stand, before 
him. Upon it was a large, old-fashioned 
Scott’s Family Bible, in very large print, and 
of course a heavy volume. It lay open, and 
he had evidently been reading it attentively. 
As we entered, he took off his spectacles and 
laid them upon the page of the book, and 
looked up at us as we approached, Webster 
in front. He was a man, I should think, over 
six feet in height, and he retained in a wonder- 
ful degree his erect and manly form, although 
he was eighty-five or six years old. His frame 
was that of a once powerful, athletic man. 
His head was covered with very heavy, thick, 
bushy hair, and it was white as wool, which 
added very much to the picturesqueness of his 
appearance. As I looked in at the door, I 
thought I never saw a more striking figure. 
He straightened himself up, but said nothing 
until just as we appeared at the door, when 
he greeted us with,— 

*** Walk in, gentlemen.’ 

“He then spoke to his grandchild to give 
us some chairs. The meeting was, I saw, a 
little awkward, and he looked very sharply 
at us, as much as to say, ‘ You are here, but 
for what I don’t know: make known your 
business.’ Webster’s first salutation was,— 

*** This is — Colby, John Colby, is it not?” 

«That is my name, sir,’ was the reply. 

“¢*T suppose you don’t know me,’ said 
Webster. 

“<« No, sir, I don’t know you; and I should 
like to know how you know me.’ 

“*T have seen you before, — Colby,’ replied 
Webster. 

*«¢Seen me before!’ said he; ‘ pray, when 
and where?’ 

“* Have you no recollection of me?’ asked 
Webster. 

*«« No, sir, not the slightest ;’ and he looked 
by — Webster toward me, as if trying to re- 
member if,he had seen me. Webster re- 
marked,— 

“«T think you never saw this gentleman 
before ; but you have seen me.’ 

“Colby put the question again, when and 
where ? 

“¢You married my oldest sister,’ replied 
Webster, calling her by name. (1 think it was 
Susannah. ) 

“¢] married your oldest sister!’ exclaimed 
Colby ; ‘ who are you?’ 

“*T am “little Dan,”’ was the reply. 

“It certainly would be impossible to de- 
scribe the expression of wonder, astonishment, 
and half-incredulity that came over Colby’s 
face. 

“* You Daniel Webster!’ said he; and he 
started to rise from his chair. As he did so, 
he stammered out some words of surprise. 
‘1s it possible that this is the little black lad 
that used to ride the horse to water? Well, 
I cannot realize it!’ 
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“ Webster approached him. They embraced 
each other ; and both wept. 

“Ts it possible,’ said Colby, when the em- 
barrassment of the first shock of recognition 
was past, ‘that you have come up here to see 
me? Is this Daniel? Why, why,’ said he, 
‘I cannot believe my senses. Now, sit down. 
I am glad, oh, I am so glad to see you, Daniel! 
I never expected to see you again. I don’t 
know what to say. Iam so glad,’ he went 
on, ‘that my life has been spared that I might 
see you; Why, Daniel, I read about you, and 
hear about you in all ways; sometimes some 
members of the family come and tell us about 
you ; and the newspapers tell us a great deal 
about you, too. Your name seems to be con- 
stantly in the newspapers. They say that 
you are a great man, that you are a famous 
man; and you can’t tell how delighted I am 
when I hear such things. But, Daniel, the 
time is short,—you won’t stay here long,—I 
want to ask you one important question. 
You may be a great man: are you a good man? 
Are you a Christian man? Do you love the 
Lord Jesus Christ? That is the only question 
that is worth asking or answering. Are you 
a Christian ? You know, Daniel, what I have 
been: I have been one of the wickedest of 
men. Your poorsister, who is now in heaven, 
knows that. But the spirit of Christ and of 
Almighty God has come down and plucked 
me as a brand from the everlasting burning. 
I am here now, a monument to his grace. 
Oh, Daniel, I would not give what is con- 
tained within the covers of this book for all 
the honors that have been conferred upon men 
from the creation of the world until now. 
For what good would it do? It is all noth- 
ing, and less than nothing, if you are nota 
Christian, if you are not repentant. If you 
do not love the Lord Jesus Christ, in sincerity 
and truth, all your worldly honors will sink 
to-utter nothingness. Are you a Christian? 
Dou you love Christ? You have not answered 
me.’ 

“ All this was said in the most earnest and 
even vehement manner. 

“* * John Colby,’ replied Webster, ‘you have 
asked me a very important question, and one 
which should not be answered lightly. I in- 
tend to give you an answer, and one that is 
truthful, or | won’t give you any. I hope that 
I am a Christian. I profess to be a Christian. 
But, while I say that, I wish to add,—and I 
say it with shame and confusion of face,—that 
I am not such a Christian as I wish I were. 
I have lived in the world, surrounded by its 
honors and its temptations; and I am afraid, 
John Colby, that 1 am not so good a Chris- 
tian as I ought to be. I am afraid I have not 
your faith and your hopes; but still, I hope 
and trust that I am a Christian, and that the 
same grace which has converted you, and 
made you an heir of salvation, will do the 
same for me. I trust it ; and I also trust, John 
Colby,—and it won’t be long before our sum- 
mons will come,—that we shall meet in a bet- 
ter world, and meet those who have gone be- 
fore us, whom we knew, and who trusted in 
that same divine, free grace. It won’t be long. 
You cannot tell, John Colby, how much de- 
light it gave me to hear of your conversion. 
The hearing of that is what has led me here 
to-day. I came here to see with my own eyes, 
and hear with my own ears the story from 
a man that 1 know and remember well. What 
a wicked man you used to be!’ 

***¢O Daniel!’ exclaimed John Colby, ‘ you 





don’t remember how wicked I was; how un- 
grateful I was; how unthankfal I was! I 
never thought of God ; I never cared for God ; 
I was worse than the heathen. Living ina 
Christian land, with the light shining all 
around me, and the blessings of Sabbath teach- 
ings everywhere about me, I was worse than 
a heathen until I was arrested by the grace 
of Christ, and made to see my sinfulness, and 
to hear the voice of my Saviour. Now I am 
only waiting to go home to Him, and to meet 
your sainted sister, my poor wife. And I 
wish, Daniel, that you might be a prayerfal 
Christian, and I trust you are. Daniel,’ he 
added, with deep earnestness of voice, ‘ will 
you pray with me?’ 

‘*We knelt down, and Webster offered a 
most touching and eloquent prayer. As soon 
as he had pronounced the ‘Amen,’ J. Colby 
followed in a most pathetic, stirring appeal to 
God. He prayed for the family, for me, and 
for everybody. Then we rose ; and he seemed 
to feel a serene happiness in having thus 
joined his spirit with that of Webster in 
prayer. 

“* Now,’ said he, ‘ what can we give you? 
I don’t think we have any thing that we can 
give you.’ 

“* Yes, you have,’ replied Webster; ‘ you 
have something that is just what we want to 
eat.’ 

“** What is that ? asked Colby. 

“Tt is some bread and milk,’ said Webster. 
‘I want a bowl of bread and milk for myself 
and my friend.’ 

** Very soon the table was set, and a white 
cloth spread over it ; some nice bread was set 
upon it and some milk brought, and we sat 
down tothe table and eat. Webster exclaimed 
afterward: ‘Didn’t it taste good?  “ Didn’t 
it taste like old times ?’ 

“The brothers-in-law soon took an affec- 
tionate leave of each other, and we left. Web- 
ster could hardly restrain his tears. When 
we got into the wagon he began to moralize. 

‘*¢] should like,’ said he, ‘to know what 
the enemies of religion would say to John 
Colby’s conversion. There was a man as un- 
likely, humanly speaking, to become a Chris- 
tian as any man I eversaw. He was reckless, 
heedless, impious; never attended church, 
never experienced the good influence of asso- 
ciating with religious people. And here he 
has been living on in that reckless way until 
he has got to a an old man ; until a period of 
life when you naturally would not expect his 
habits to change: and yet he has been brought 
into the condition in which we bave seen him 
to-day,—a penitent, trusting, humble believer. 
Whatever people may say, nothing,’ added 
Webster, ‘can convince me that any thing 
short of the grace of Almighty God could 
make such a change as I, with my own eyes, 
have witnessed in the life of John Colby.” 

‘‘When we got back to Franklin, in the 
evening, we met John Taylor at the door. 
Webster called out to him:— 

“Well, John Taylor, miracles happen in 
these later days as well as in the days of old.’ 

“ «What now, squire?’ asked John Taylor. 

“ «Why, John Colby has becomea Christian. 
If that is not a miracle, what is?’” 





Opportunity is the flower of time, and as 
the stalk may remain when the flower is cut 
off, so time may remain to us when oppor- 
tunity is gone forever. 


THE FRIEND. 


Selected. 
RESIGNATION. 


When I can trust my all with God 
In trial’s fearful hour ; 

Bow, all resigned, beneath His rod, 
And bless His sparing power— 

A joy springs up amid distress, 

A fountain in the wilderness. 


Oh ! to be brought to Jesus’ feet, 
Though sorrows fix me there, 
Ts still a privilege! and sweet 
To meet the Lord in prayer, 
Though sighs and tears its language be, 
If Christ be nigh, and smile on me! 


Bless’d be the sovereign hand that gave! 
And bless’d the hand that takes! 

Bless’d be the Lord, who smites to save, 
And heals the heart He breaks! 

Faithful and just are all His ways! 

Let heaven and earth proclaim His praise! 





Selected. 
BLOWING BUBBLES. 


As I loitered through the village, 
I saw children at their play, 
Blowing bubbles in the sunshine 
From a penny pipe of clay. 
T had passed them with a greeting, 
But their gladness charmed me so, 
That I turned to watch the bubbles 
Sailing through the summer’s glow. 


Though they seemed not half so brilliant 
As in boyhood I had blown, 
When the smallest of my bubbles 
Held a rainbow of its own, 
Yet my little friends grew merry 
As each tinted, air-blown toy 
Floated upward, and the baby 
Chepped its chubby hands for joy. 


And the girl—her arms outstretching, 
As if begging them to stay— 

Said, “I’m sorry, oh, so sorry, 
They so quickly fade away !” 

But her brother looked right manly 
As he shouted with delight, 

“Tt is easy, very easy, 
To blow others just as bright!” 


And he blew with such good fortune 
That, before his task was done, 
You might count a score of bubbles 
Floating gaily in the sun. 
Then her eyes with pleasure sparkled, 
As the crystal phantoms played, 
And she quite forgot her sorrow 
That they each so quickly fade. 


And she paused where I was resting 

In the shadow of a yew, 
And in tones of laughing wonder 

Cried, ‘‘ can’t you blow bubbles, too!” 
As I knew not how to answer, 

There I left them at their play, 
Blowing bubbles in the sunshine, 


From a penny pipe of clay. ° 





For “The Friend.” 
“But we will give ourselves to fasting and prayer.” — 


Acts. 

There is many a dull unprofitable day spent, 
or rather endured, for the want of fasting. 
Individuals not of robust composition, rise 
from their beds in the morning and perhaps 
feel a temporary relief from a night past in 
heaviness of mind and discomfort of body be- 
cause of having eaten too much supper. And 
not realizing the cause, they take in too much 
at the breakfast. Even goodly people often 
do this for want of understanding. The body 
is near akin to the mind. They are united 
in our present fleshly tabernacles, acting on 
each other for good or for evil. Paul, in- 
structed in the school of Christ, knew the ad- 
vantage of fasting, “I bring my body under.” 
When no small tempest lay on him and his 
companions on their shipping to Rome, he 





made fasting a special business, and exercised 
“long abstinence.” The other apostles fasted 
after our Lord’s resurrection. As they min- 
istered to the Lord and fasted, the Lord said, 
“ Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
whereunto I have called them.” The Phari- 
sees fasted much. One boasted that he was 
accustomed to fast thrice in the week. They 
did this as every other work, “to be seen of 
men,” for they loved the praise of men more 
than the praise of God. They did it not asa 
matter of obedience to the Grace of God in 
the heart. They had their reward. But when 
death seized them it must have proved as the 
chaff of the summer thresbing-floor. “There- 
fore whatever thing ye do, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks unto God 
and the Father by Him.” “But thou, when 
thou fastest, anoint thy head and wash thy 
face, that thou do it unto thy Father who 
seeth in secret, and thy Father who seeth in 
secret will reward thee openly.” 

Therefore try fasting. If thou art weakly 
of body don’t eat too much; allow thy body 
the chance to take care of itself. Especially 
on First-day get into this practice. There's 
many a dull heavy meeting spent, because 
the body has been over-fed and over-worked 
in the earlier part of the day. Thos. Chalk- 
ley was of the opinion that our eating too 
much had a good deal to do with the dulness 
that prevailed. If thou wilt go to thy mect- 
ing for worship with a frame not under bon- 
dage to this undesirable condition ; with thy 
heart lively, earnest and reverently possessed 
with serious feelings, thou shalt be often 
blessed, enlivened and encouraged in spirit, 
and thy soul shall say, “It is good for me to 
have been there.” J. B. 

4th mo. 1878. 





For “ The Friend.” 
A Summer Afternoon’s Meditations. 

In the early part of the afternoon of a hot 
summer's day, as a friend was slowly moving 
along on the shady side of one of the streets 
of Philadelphia, the sun was suddenly ob- 
scured by one of the dense masses of white 
clouds which were floating over the blue sky. 
At the same time,a gentle breeze was felt 
from the South. The relief from the glare of 
the sun, and the coolness of the current of air, 
combined to bring a degree of relief and re- 
freshment to the wayfarer; and turned his 
thoughts to the sweet sense of spiritual re- 
freshment with which the Christian traveller 
is sometimes favored in his journey through 
life. 

It is undoubtedly true, and probably will 
remain so to the end of time, that it is through 
much tribulation the righteous enter the king- 
dom. There are hardships to be endured— 
seasons to be passed through when the heav- 
ens may seem to us as brass. But how pre- 
cious is the feeling of relief, when the Lord is 
pleased to speak peace to the struggling soul, 
and to spread over it a sense of his love and 
holy presence! How is the Christian strengih- 
ened thereby to run with patience the race set 
before him, and to adopt the noble language 
of the Apostle when speaking of the bonds 
and afflictions which awaited him, “ But none 
of these things move me, neither count I my 
life dear unto myself, so that I might finish 
my course with joy, and the ministry which 
I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify 
the gospel of the grace of God.” 

As the Friend pursued his walk, meditating 
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on these things, a conversation was brought/| Crackers almost gone. 
to remembrance which had been held many|the time. 


years before with a valuable friend, who has 
long since passed from works to rewards. 


They had been speaking of the low state of the|Sick girl all right again. 
church and of the many discouraging things|done without the ammonia. 


THE FRIEND. 


The E. boys eat all 
More eyes treated with success at 
Monroe.’ 
‘ Middletown. — Henry is standing it well. 
I could not have 
Will bas sat all 


which abounded; so that their harps were|day looking out of the window, without speak- 


hung as on the willows, and there was little 
ability to sing a song of praise to the Lord. 


ing. He is evidently drinking it in.’ 
‘Port Jervis— Lunch has come all right. 


At last one of the company inquired if there} Cool, and all wraps needed. Four are asleep.’ 


was nothing to comfort and cheer? After a 
pause, this brought the response—Yes, we 
have a most merciful and kind Heavenly Father. 

We have no doubt it is the Lord’s will that 
his faithful servants should bear a portion of 
suffering for the Church’s sake ; ard that such 
exercise of spirit will tend to qualify them for 
greater usefulness on earth, as well as work 
out the far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory to be enjoyed hereafter. May they 
be strengthened to endure hardness as good 
soldiers, and to place their trust on a “ merci- 
ful and kind Heavenly Father,” with a degree 
of that faith which enabled the apostle Paul 
to declare near the ond of his life, ‘‘ The Lord 
shall deliver me from every evil work, and 
will preserve me unto his Heavenly kingdom ; 
to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 


For “The Friend.” 
Life Saving Stations. 

A recent article in “ The Friend,” with this 
title, copied from the Public Ledger of this 
city, has awakened considerable interest ; and 
led to applications from some of its readers 
for a share in the pleasure of contributing to 


the health and well-being of city children of|day, only staying in long enough to eat. 


little means, by offering them temporary homes 
in the country. 

The interest thus manifested, has induced 
the writer to condense the relation of a simi- 
lar charitable movement made last summer. 


‘Last hour.—If any one thinks I have bad 
a leisure day, let him try travelling with my 
family! It has not been a monotonous trip, 
although everything has worked well. They 
are very tired, but have borne the journey 
better than I feared. All have slept some.’ 

‘ Hale's Eddy.—Safe and sound.’ 

Soon the first welcome letter came : 

‘ Sherman, July 20th, 1877.—I wish you 
could see it all for yourself. A pen and ink 
sketch will be tame. Such happy and good 
children as they all were on the way. Not 
the first thing all day that the most fastidi- 
ous could take the least exception to. On the 
two mile drive from Hale’s Eddy to Sherman, 
the E. boys screamed with delight. They are 
dear little fellows, and are in a good place. 

‘The two little girls I left with a good Ger- 
man woman, but they came back to me in less 
than an hour, saying they did not want to 
stay. I didn’t think any the less of them be- 
cause they wanted their mothers when night 
came. One woke in the night and said she 
wanted to go home; but I heard her say at 
daylight that she thought she would stay. 

‘I have Henry and Joseph and George also 
with me. Henry has been out of doors all 
He 
seems a good deal rested. 

‘The whole town came out last night to see 
the arrival, and plenty of children have been 
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only be a bit of rest towards the end of a 
weary journey. 

Every child had been good and happy to 
the last. For the first time they looked a 
little sorrowful when they came to the cars. 
At the journey’s end they waited for no good- 
byes. The instant they crossed the Brooklyn 
ferry they were off like a flash, and W. Par- 
sons found himself alone. 

Eager listeners were waiting to hear his 
fall account of the experiment, of which only 
such items as these can be given. Their table 
manners much better than he expected. Their 
delight in napkin rings, with numbers of their 
own, and the learning to fold their napkins 
neatly, Their invitation from E., to come to 
her farm and drink all the milk they wanted, 
and the quantity they drank; one boy said 
he ‘could have taken more, if it hadn’t been 
warm out of the cow.’ Their afternoon and 
supper in the woods, and the fun and frolic 
in the cripple. The long country drive, when 
some one showed them the different varieties 
of trees, and their surprising aptitude in learn- 
ing and remembering the leaves and the 
names. One little girl, already grown so 
fat that her meager clothes were too small 
for her. Another, with a restless, active 
nature, kept happy and out of temptation to 
mischievous ways, by giving her all the er- 
rands todo. Their popularity in the village. 
No accidents, no tricks, no misbehavior to 
report. And this final testimony: ‘They have 
had no quarrels. They have been less trou- 
blesome, less fretful, and more easily enter- 
tained than the children of our own friends.’ ” 

(To be continued.) 


The Burning Fiery Furnace.—Some readers 
have questioned whether the Babylonians 
were so cruel as to cast persons alive into a 


in to-day to see mine and do the honors of|burning fiery furnace, as in the case of Shad- 


the place. They have all been out “ to catch 


The principal actor was Willard Parsons, of} raspberries !’ 


Sherman, Penna. ; and the children were from 
Brooklyn. 

The first band he received numbered nine, 
and left New York on the 19th of 7th month. 
“ They were very poor, and enfeebled by want 
and disease—in consumption, crippled, suffer- 
ing from the effects of whooping-cough, thin 
and pinched for want of sufficient and suit- 
able food. One, eight years old, was well, and 
went as nurse to his little brother of five, who 
was just out of the hospital, with spinal trou- 
bles, and growing deformity. 

As the hour drew near to take them away, 
the question of so long a journey for those so 
scantily provided with strength and comforts, 
looked grave. Hands accustomed to thought- 
ful service, filled a satchel with crackers, 
oranges, lemons, sugar, some drinking cups, 
soft old towels and handkerchiefs, witch-hazel 
and ammonia, a cake of soap, and some pins. 
And so the little party started for the cars. 
Most of them had come with some semblance 
of lunch from their homes, and milk and bread 
had been ordered to meet the train at noon. 

It was an anxious journey, and postal cards 
brought tidings on the way. 


‘ July 21.—Joe is as smart as a whip, and | 


wants to go through college. He is a dread- 
fal cripple. Yesterday the village boys drew 
him in a little cart up the mountain after 
winter-greens. George isan orphan. Heis 
having a splendid time. Alida has one of 
those faces which show sorrow, want and 
care. She is very quiet—an unusually good 
child. Nellie has just given a scream of de- 
light over some young potato bugs, thinking 
they were raspberries! Everything is doing 
beautifully !’ 

Then came the railroad strikes, and W. Par- 
sons was cut off from his supplies. 
had come in upon him unexpectedly, and his 
little house was over-full. No flour could be 
bought in town, but a small quantity borrow- 
ed, fifty pounds of Indian meal secured, and 


Friends | 


rach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Daniel iii. 
26. They do not seem to recollect that there 
have been in very recent times, innumerable 
fiery martyrdoms, slower and more cruel than 
the flaming furnace at Babylon. For the in- 
formation of such persons, and for the con- 
firmation of the faith of others, within the 
past few years, the old records that have been 
exhumed from among the ruins of Babylon 
and Nineveh, have furnished clear evidence 
that in respect to these terrible punishments 
the statements of the book of Daniel corre- 
spond precisely with the facts in the case. 
“H. F. Talbot has discovered ample proof 
in the Assyrian writings that both this punish- 
ment, and that of casting men alive into a 
den of lions, as Daniel was treated, were in 
common use at Babylon during the reign of 
Assurbanipal, who preceded Nebuchadnezzar 





on the throne by less than twenty years. 


ham on hand brought his household through. |Sauimugina, the younger brother of Assur- 
Meanwhile, those who had taken up the work | banipal, having risen in rebellion against his 


at the city end, were a little anxious about 
getting money enough to send the children 


sovereign, and having failed in the attempt, 
was not spared by his angry brother. The 


away. Some one suggested advertising ; and/ following brief record is sufficient to tell its 
a word from Dr. White to the Brooklyn Union,\own terrible tale: ‘My rebellious brother, 


and a kind editorial notice of homes in the 
country for sick, destitute children, brought 


| 


Saulmugina, who made war with me was cast 
into a burning fiery furnace. Many of Saul- 


‘ Paterson.—All very happy, and asking if|at once “ The Mountain Air Fund ;” sufficient | mugina’s adherents were treated in the same 
we are not almost there.’ to fill all the places that one man could find | manner ; and the remainder was disposed of 
‘ Ridgewood.—No more trouble with lunch|in one village and its neighborhood, for one|in the following way, as Assurbanipal very 
bundles. Lunches nearly used up. One eye|summer’s work. pithily says: ‘The rest of the people I threw 
treated for cinders. Train-boy has asked if| In two weeks the little flock returned.|alive among the bulls and lions, as my grand- 
these are all my family !’ Three of them were left behind for a longer father, Sennacherib, used to act; and I, fol- 
‘ Turners.—One towel and handkerchief|stay—not all with hope of recovery; the lowing his example, have just treated these 
needed. One girl sick. My youngest asleep.|chance had come too late. To some it could rebellious men.” ’"—Christian Statesman. 








THE FRIEND. 


the grasp of a ‘“‘sea-devil,” but found it a far|ley with oars, neither shall gallant ship pass 
more difficult job than he anticipated. Catch-| thereby.” 


ing hold of the part hanging from the arm, 
THE FRIEND. 


he walked along the bottom of the river to- 
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wards the end of it, when he saw he was 
firmly held by one of the feelers of a large 
octopus, better known among sailors as the 
‘«devil-fish.” M.Smale tried to pull the fish 
off from his hold on the rocks, but without 
effect for some time. At last the fish, per- 
haps thinking it had not got sufficient hold 
or power upon its prey, loosened itself from 
the stones and quickly transferred its feelers 
or arms around the diver’s legs and body. 
In this position Smale thought the best thing 
for him to do was to get on the deck as soon 
as possible, and he quickly made tracks for 
the ladder which reaches from the deck of the 
punt to the bottom of the river. The diver 
was certainly a curious looking object when 
he came up: This huge, ugly looking thing 
appeared to be entangled all over him, holding 
him in firm embrace. However, M. Smale’s 
fellow-workmen were not long in freeing him 
from the unfriendly hug of his submarine com- 
panion. The body portion of the octopus was 
only about the size of a large soup-plate, with 
eyes in its head like those of a sheep, but it 
ossessed nine arms, cach about four feet in 
ength, at the butt as thick as a man’s wrist, 
tapering off at the end to as fine a point as 
that of a penknife ; thus it could spread over 
an area of nine feetin diameter. All the way 
along the underneath part of each feeler are 
suckers every quarter of an inch, giving it 
immense power. M. Smale declares it was 
powerful enough to keep three men under 
water.— Warrnambool (Australia) Standard. 





We have received a printed copy of the 
Minutes of New York Yearly Meeting—from 
which it appears that it was held the present 
year at Glen’s Falls, commencing on Sixth- 
day, 31st of Fifth month. The following are 
extracts from the minutes : 

“Two Epistles purporting to come from 
Western Yearly Meeting having been re- 
ceived, they were both referred to the Repre- 
sentatives of the Men’s and Women’s Meet- 
ings, with directions to report which one of 
them should in their judgment be read by 
this meeting. 

“The Representatives also reported that, 
having examined the papers referred to them 
pestine to come from Western Yearly 

eeting, and addressed to this meeting, they 
were united in judgment that the epistle 
signed by Barnabas C. Hobbs, as Clerk, 
should be accepted and read. 

“Their judgment was fully approved by the 
meeting. 

“The Clerk was directed to return the 
paper signed by Albert Maxwell to the per- 
sons from whom it had been received, with a 
letter expressing our regret that these dear 
Friends, with whom we have long taken 
counsel, should be separated from us in any 
way, and our earnest desire that, through the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, harmony may 
be again established, in the unity of the Spirit 
and the fellowship of a common faith.” 

“The following Proposition was received 
from Farmington ‘Quarterly Meeting, viz: 
‘ Believing that a Conference of the different 
Yearly Meetings to consider matters of com- 
mon interest would contribute to the efficiency 
of our Society and the unity and harmony of 
the different Yearly Meetings, we would sug- 
gest that oar ensuing Yearly Meeting appoint 
a committee for such Conference, and request 
our sister Yearly Meetings to appoint similar 
committees to unite with us for that purpose, 
at such time and place as the Yearly Meet- 
ings may suggest.’ 

“On consideration, the proposition was re- 
ferred to a committee, in conjunction with a 
committee of the women’s meeting.” * * 

At a subsequent sitting this committee re- 
ported that “ way did not open to invite other 
Yearly Meetings to the proposed conference 
at this time.” This report was accepted. 

‘The following summary of the Answers 
was directed to be recorded : 

“ Ans. 1. Friends generally are careful to 
attend our meetings for worship on First-day 
morning, but nearly all of the reports note a 
few exceptions. The meetings held on First- 
day afternoon and in the middle of the week 
are not well attended. One report says that 
there is considerable neglect of our meetings 
for worship, and another refers to great re- 
missness on the part of some members. One 
meeting has not been regularly held during 
the past year. On the other hand, there ap- 





Extract from a letter from Samuel Cope to 
Ebenezer Worth, under date of 2d mo. 20, 1853. 
—I desire with thee that all our trials and 
tribulations may be borne so that, with the 
aid of Divine Grace, they may prove to be 
blessings, tending to wean us from all depend- 
ence on visible things, and we be made ex- 
perimentally to know that His grace is suffi- 
cient for us in all conditions. I believe those 
that trust in the Lord and are obedient to 
Him, shall be in their day as Mount Zion, 
which cannot be removed, and notwithstand- 
ing the departure in principle and practice, 
(much to be regretted by every sincere mem- 
ber, those who depart from the Truth in spirit, 
their practice will ultimately testify that they 
are not of the true Israel ;) these know a wil- 
lingness wrought in them that their deeds 
should be brought to the light, so that what- 
soever is not according to the Light of Christ 
may be reproved and forsaken. I believe 
those who are thus concerned are very de- 
sirous to be pure, peaceable, gentle, easy to 
be entreated to do what is right, and so keep 
the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace. 
I have a little faith to believe that the time 
will come (whether I shall live to see it I 
know not) when those in our religious Society 
who keep upon the ancient foundation, -will 
be able to say to those who are seeking a set- 
tlement in religion, as was expressed by the 
prophet Isaiah, ‘‘ Look upon Zion the city of 
our solemnities: thine eye shall see Jerusalem 
a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall not 
be taken down ; not ofte of the stakes thereof 
shall ever be removed, neither shall any of 
the cords thereof be broken; but there the 
glorious Lord shall be unto us a place of broad 
rivers and streams; wherein shall go no gal- 


terest in the observance of this important duty. 


spect. 


“The hour is nearly observed, in most cases;' particular districts. 
but two reports notice a deficiency in this re-|such estimates were often very fallacious. 
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“Ans. 2. With comparatively few exceptions, 
Friends are preserved in love one toward an- 
other, and care is taken to end differences, 
when they arise. Twoof the answers appear 
to be entirely clear in relation to this query. 

“ Ans. 3. One Preparative Meeting has been 
suspended for eight months. With that ex- 
ception, all of our meetings for transacting 
the affairs of the Church have been regularly 
held. The Discipline has been administered 
seasonably and impartially, with some excep- 
tions in five of the reports. 

“ Ans. 4. Nearly all our members are in the 
practice of reading the Holy Scriptures daily, 
in their families, collectively, with time for 
reverent waiting upon the Lord with thanks- 
giving and prayer. One report omits refer- 
ence to the latter part of this query. 

“ Ans. 5. None of our members are engaged 
in the manufacture or sale of intoxicating 
liquors. Four exceptions in the use of them 
are mentioned in the reports, and one speaks 
of occasional exceptions. 

“ Ans. 6. In five of the reports from the 
Quarterly Meetings, Friends are said to be 
just in their dealings. Some exceptions are 
made in three, and one report speaks of ‘ con- 
siderable neglect in complying with the re- 
quisitions of this Query.’ Only two of the 
reports are entirely clear in regard to punctu- 
ality in fulfilling engagements.” 

In the minute on the state of Society which 
follows the answers to the Queries, the follow- 
ing paragraph is introduced : 

“The recognition of prayer-meetings and 
their help by the united church were impres- 
sively placed before us as important duties ; 
and the rich blessings so often showered upon 
such meetings by the Master of Assemblies 
give unmistakable evidence that they are 
owned and blessed by Him, and He calls upon 
us to know them by their fruits. The church 
should throw its fostering care about every 
means of grace, and when our meeting-houses 
can be conveniently used for these purposes 
they should be freely opened for them.” 

It is much to be regretted that any under 
the name of Friends should encourage the at- 
tendance by our members of meetings of this 
class, which are so generally conducted in a 
manner inconsistent with our principles. We 
can sympathize with the zeal which leads 
many of our esteemed fellow citizens of other 
religious persuasions to meet in this way, and 
can rejoice to see them alive to the import- 
ance of religion ; yet a true Friend cannot join 
in meetings where vocal prayer is expected to 
be made, although the heart may not be pre- 
pared by the Spirit of Christ to make such an 
offering. ‘The Head of the Church has given 
to our Society a standard of doctrine as well 
as of holiness to uphold to the world ; and we 
believe that we shall most effectually promote 
the spread of his kingdom by confining our 
labors within the limitations which a con- 
sistent support of our principles would place 
around us. 

The principal of the Lindley Murray Fund 
is stated to be $50,000. The income appears 
to be appropriated to various charitable and 
educational uses, and to the distribution of 
books. 

The Report of the Committee on General 


pears in one of our Quarters an increasing in-| Meetings, speaks of the number of conversions 


which resulted from the labor bestowed in 
We have long felt that 


The feelings of an audience may be awakened 
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by the impassioned oratory of an eloquent 
preacher; and under this influence, aided by 
the power of sympathy which often prevails 
in large assemblies of people, many may be 








THE FRIEND. 


the United States. It is 65 feet long, 2 feet wide, 3 of 
an inch thick, and weighs 2200 pounds. 

Congress appropriated $8,000 for the purpose of ob- 
serving the total solar eclipse on the 29th inst. It is 
expected the observing parties will soon take the field, 










The public debt statement for 6th month, shows an 
increase in the debt for the month of $2,149,381.18. 

The Department of State is in receipt of some in- 
teresting statistics in regard to labor, cost of living, &c., 
in parts of England. Wages of railway employé’s— 





stirred up to give vocal utterances, or to mani-| fully instructed as to their duties, with the work care- 
fest in other ways their participation in the/ fully mapped out, and divided among the different ob-| 
excitement that prevails; and such may be,| Servers. The Serpe = = age pene 
. used to examine the corona of the sun during totality. 
and we ae oe counted as being .©0D-! As the duration of totality will not be more than three 
oo a Bi sag Thick we vee eit minutes in the North, and 2} in Texas, — a 
a 6 tumult of feeling which 1s aroused] will be required to work very rapidly, in order to ob- 
goes no deeper than the intellectual and emo-/tain the required observations. 
tional faculties of our nature ; and that those] _The Anglo-American Cable Company, and the Tele- 
who partake in it are not brought into that graph eeeeaners nee nes jointly aoe = 
hi : ; and despatched a vessel to endeavor to grapple wi 
spiritual communion with the Lord, where,| and pick up the 1866 cable—the second laid. Strong 
in abasedness of self, they are enabled to hear) expectations of the success of the expedition are enter- 
the still small voice in the secret of the soul,| tained. 
and strengthened to walk in the Light of the 
Lord Jesus manifested in their hearts. 


According to the records at Castle Garden, over 5,- 
683,000 immigrants have arrived there since 1847. 

It was concluded to hold the Yearly Meet- 
ing next year at Glen’s Falls. 


Germany and Ireland have furnished more than 2,000,- 
000 each. The immigrants from the former are 100,000 

In addition to the other meetings, some 
were held in a large tent pitched on the 


in excess of Ireland. 
The travel to Europe this season is unusually large, 
nearly every steamer going out full. The steamers 
grounds. Judging from the account published leaving New York on the 6th inst., carried between 600 
in “The Glen’s Falls Republican,” the testi- 
mony of our Society against congregational 
singing is not fully maintained by New York 


and 700 passengers. 
Advices from the Indian country in the West, report 
Yearly Meeting ; for, in speaking of the meet- 
ing held on First-day, it says, there “came 


several engagements between the whites and hostile In- 
dians ; also a general excitement and fear of extensive 
on the still evening air from the tent, the 
united voices of hundreds, blending in har- 


hostilities. 
Requisitions for $534,192 worth of postage stamps, 
mony, the words of the grand old ‘ Corona- 
tion.’” 


and 4,224,000 postal cards were received at the Post- 
From another source we learn that on one 


office Department on the 6th inst. These are the largest 
requisitions of the kind, respectively, ever received by 

occasion in the’ meeting for business, many 

joined in singing a hymn. 


the Department in one day. 

The number of deaths in this city for the week end- 
ing 6th mo. 29th, was 321. For the week ending on 
the 6th inst., 411. Of this number 173 were adults, and 
238 minors, 164 being under one year of age. The 
whole number of deaths for the first six months of the 

While the proceedings of the Yearly Meet-| year is 7,731, which is 236 less than for the same period 
ing manifest a degree of earnestness and effort| °f !ast year. The principal canses of death were con- 
: dinectbéun. vot they leavé on the sumption of the lungs, 1315 ; inflammation of the lungs, 
In various ons, y y ' 506; croup, 267; diphtheria, 216; scarlet fever, 316; 
mind the impression, that there is great dan-| typhoid fever, 184 ; heart disease, 288, and 352 from con- 
ger of that branch of the Society of Friends| vulsions. In New York, the deaths up to the evening 
drifting away from the principles and prac- of the 5th, numbered 665. Infant mortality being the 
tices which distinguished their worthy pre-|™°* prominent feature, and next to that dysentery and 
d Wesi 5 le desive th yP other diseases incident to the season. 

ecessors. We sincerely desire the encourage-| Markets, &e.—The quotations on the 6th inst. were, 
ment and strength of all those among them] American gold 100. U. 8. sixes, 1881, 107§; 5-20 
who are desirous of maintaining inviolate the} coupons, 1865, 102}; do. 1867, 1064; do. 1868, 108 ; 
faith of their forefathers, and that such as| ew 5’s, 107}; new 4} per cents, 104§ ; new 4 per cents, 
have in any degree departed therefrom, may 
see their mistake and return to first principles 
—so that our Society may once more hold up 
a united testimony to the Truth. 

We have no wish to discourage any religious 
labor that is really of Divine requiring; and 
we have had many bright examples, both 
ancient and modern, that a strict adherence 


1003. 
The markets generally are reported more active 
during the past week, but prices of leading articles were 
to our principles may be joined with the most 
earnest zeal for the conversion of sinners, and 
the most untiring efforts to advance the king- 


without essential change. 
Cotton sold in lots at 114 a 11} cts. per pound for up- 
dom of the Redeemer among men. Indeed, 
this is one of their legitimate fruits. 


lands and New Orleans. 

Fresh Fruits.—Apples, $2 a $3.50 per barrel ; cur- 
rants, 8 to 12 cts. per qt. ; raspberries, 4 a 6 cts. per qt.; 
— 6 a8 cts. per qt.; peaches per crate, $1 a 

2.50. 

Flour.—Superfine, $3.00 a $4.50 per barrel; Ohio 
and southern family, $5 a $6, and Minnesota patent, 
$6.50 a $7. Rye flour, $2.75 a $3 per barrel. Bran, 
$11.50 a $12 per ton. 

Grain.—Western red wheat, $1 a $1.03; amber, $1.08 
a $1.10 ; white, $1.15 a $1.17 per bushel. Rye, 56258 
ets. per bushel. Corn, 46 a 46} cts. per bushel. Oats, 
choice white, 33 a 34 cts. ; mixed, 28 a 30 cts. per bush. 

Seeds.—Clover, 63 a 7} cts. per pound. ‘Timothy, 
$1.25, and flaxseed $1.30 per bushel. 

Hay and Straw.—Average price during the week— 
Prime Timothy, 75 a 87 cts. per 100 pounds; mixed, 
60 a 70 cts. per 100 pounds; straw, 60 a 70 cts. per 100 
pounds. 

Beef cattle sold at 4 a 5§ cts. per lb., as to quality. 
Sheep 3} a 4} cts. per lb. and hogs at 5} a 6} cts. per 
pound as to condition. 

The imports of foreign dry goods at New York, for 
the fiscal year just ended, were $74,717,031, a decrease 
of about $2,600,000 compared with the previous year, 
and is the smallest importation of any year since 1865, 

It is thought the country’s total exports for the year 
will exceed seven hundred millions. For eleven months 
the exports of all kinds exceeded the imports by $248,- 
000,000. 

The coinage of standard silver dollars since the pas- 
sage of the remonetization act has amounted to about 
$8,500,000, being an average of a little more than $2,- 
000,000 a month. 





SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 


Unitep Srates.—Pittsburg and the surrounding 
country were visited, on the afternoon of the 4th inst., 
by a severe thunder storm, accompanied by high winds 
and hail. In the city a flour mill and stable were de- 
stroyed by lightning. Along the Alleghany Valley, 
hail as large as chestnuts fell, large trees were uprooted, 
and the Alleghany Railroad was washed out in several 

laces. Fields of grain were wasted, and houses were 

lown down. The Vesta Oil Works were consumed b 
lightning ; eighty thousand barrels of oil were ietvenel. 
At Ross Grove a large tree fell upon a company of per- 
sons who had sought shelter under it, seven of whom 
were killed and fifteen injured. 

On the 3d inst. the Missouri river was reported to be 
higher than at any time during the past twelve years. 
The iron bridge, spanning the river at St. Joseph, had 
sustained serious injury. 

The Paxton Rolling Mill, at Harrisburg, is stated to 
have furnished the largest plate of iron ever rolled in 





































































Station master, $350 to $500 a year, with a house; 
guards, $5 to $7 per week ; engine driver, $1.37 to $1.87 
per day ; stoker, 87 cts to $1 per day. 

Factory hands—General foreman, £3 to $5 per day; 
foreman, $1.50; skilled hands, men $1.25; women, 75 
cents; mechanics, $1.25; cartmen, $1; colliers, $1.50. 

In the lace factories the average wages paid to men 
is $9 per week. Young women earn $2 to $2.25 per 
week. The hours of labor are from 54 to 57 per week. 
A working man can live singly for $2 to $3 per week. 
Men with family for $5 to $6; board for women $1.45 _ 
per week. 

Cost of provisions—Flour $8 per barrel ; beef 22 a 24 
cts. per lb.; veal or mutton 18 cts. ; pork 17 cts.; butter 
40 cts. ; potatoes $1.60 per bush. ; eggs 22 to 48 cts. per 
doz. ; coffee 36 cts.; sugar 7 cts. ; coal $2.20 a $3.90 per 
ton 


The Duchess of Argyl left £50,000 for the relief of 
the poor of London. 

Reports from Berlin express a hope that the labors 
of the Congress may soon be brought to a close. The 
question of Batoum, which it was feared might cause 
prolonged discussion, is said to be virtually settled, by 
giving it to Russia, with the understanding it shall be 
a free port. England ‘has concluded a defensive treaty 
with Turkey, agreeing to protect Asiatic Turkey against 
all aggressions, and ‘Turkey to cede the Island of Cy- 
prus, which will be immediately occupied by England. 
This, it is said, will give England absolute control of 
the Euphrates Valley. 

The British Consular Agent has returned from his 
mission to inquire as to the means necessary for reliev- 
ing the seventy-two thousand destitute refugees in the 
Rhodope mountains. He reports that influential Turks 
in that district have offered to enlist, if required, thirty 
thousand men for the English service. 

A copy of the great Mentz Bible, printed by Guten- 
berg in 1455, and the first book printed from movable 
type, has been recently sold at auction in Paris for 
$10,000. It is printed on vellum and is quite perfect. 
At the celebrated Perkins sale, in 1873, a copy of the 
same work realized the enormous sum of $17,000. 

The coal production of China is reckoned at 3,000,- 
000 tons annually. The anthracite beds of Shansi, re- 
present 1,000,000 tons, the bituminous coal of that 
province 700,000 tons. All the eighteen provinces con- 
tain coal, and China may be regarded as one of the first 
coal countries in the world. The working of the coal 
fields is yet so much in its infancy, that the production 
at present is only equal to about one-fifteenth of the 
production of Germany or the United States. 










TOUGHKENAMON BOARDING SCHOOL, 
Toughkenamon, Chester County, Pa. 


The next school year will commence on the sixteenth 
of Ninth month. H. M. Core, Prin. 











WANTED, 


A well qualified, experienced teacher, for the Select 
School for Boys in this city, to enter upon the duties 
at the opening of the term in the Ninth month next. 

Apply early to 

Ephraim Smith, 1110 Pine street, 
James Smedley, 415 Market street. 












FRIENDS’ ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE, 
Near Frankford, (Twenty-third Ward,) Philadelphia. 
Physician and Superintendent—Joun C. Hauy, M.D. 
Applications for the Admission of Patients may be 

made to the Superintendent, or to any of the Board of 
Managers. 









Diep, 4th month 13th, 1878, Lypra G. ALLEn, 
widow of the late George B. Allen, in the 66th year of 
her age, a valued overseer and elder of Chester Monthly 
and Springfield Preparative Meeting, Pa. This beloved 
Friend was one who had long evel the Lord and His 
cause, and it was her concern in her daily life to be 
found walking consistently with her Christian profes- 
sion, fulfilling her social and religious duties in such a 
manner as to endear her to many, leaving in their 
hearts a sweet savor ; and her friends have the comfort- 
ing belief, that through the mercy of God in Christ 
Jesus her Saviour, she has exchanged a frail and suffer- 
ing tabernacle for a heavenly mansion in the kingdom 
of everlasting rest and joy. 


















